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Happy February! Winter is slipping away, no
pun intended. The number of hours of daylight
is increasing and | am so looking forward to
spring! | think we need a Cabin Fever Reliever
Event!

During the past month, we have enjoyed four
classifications talks from members. It is always
a pleasure to | earn mo
members. Someone mentioned to me that it
would be helpful for members who have recent-
ly joined the club to hear more about the mem-
bers who have been with the club for years.

We have eleven members who have each been
with us for more than 20 years. Imagine the

historical knowledge about the club that they
hold!

It seems that the best ideas come from our
membership. It has been asked if we could
hear from some of members in the upcom-
ing year. New members are at a disad-
vantage, initially and sometimes for years,
due to their limited knowledge of existing
members. Many new members continue to
know little about an existing member other
than their name and our quick lunchtime
meetings dondt provi
expand relationships. So, what do you
think? Would you like to hear from existing
members on a voluntary basis?

This is also the time of year when planning
for the next year begins in earnest. We will

have the Club Assembly on Wednesday Feb-

ruary 21 where we will share some infor-
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Yours in Service,

Dorothy Havey

Supporting Little River Church Food Pantry

Our club annually supports seven area food pantries from the
proceeds for our pancake breakfast. When we heard about
the flooding at the Little River Church food pantry, we were
happy to make an additional donation. Syrena Gatewood, who
chairs the Feed the Hungry committee, took a donation of
$1,000 from the club to the pantry. The pastor there was

most grateful!
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New Member

We welcomed another new member to our club.

Diane Garbacik was sponsored by Steve Ryan.
She is the owner of Coastal Home Organizing.

Welcome to Belfast Rotary

As the saying goes, many hands make light work. Twdiles
hundred fifteen boxes of chocolates were filled on a
Saturday night in a little over an hour. Many thanks to
Joan and Dave Crabiel at the Chocolate Drop shop fo
helping out with this project! And special thanks to
Mary Mortier for organizing and promoting this project



Rotary Gives $53.5 Million to Help Eradicate Polio

EVANSTON, Ill. (Jan. 25, 2018)With 22 confirmed cases in as a single child has polio, all children are at risk, which under-
2017 to date, and just one case in 2018, the world is onthe  scores the need for continued funding and political commitment
brink of eradicating polio, a vaccing@reventable disease that to eradication.

once paralyzed hundreds of thousands of children each year.

Rotary has committed to raising $150 million over the next three
Rotary is giving $53.5 million in grants to support immunization years, which will be matched 20-1 by the Bill & Melinda Gates
and surveillance activities led by the Global Polio Eradication Foundation yielding $450 million for polio eradication activities,
Initiative (GPEI). including immunization and surveillance.

More than half of the funds will support efforts to end polio in  Rotary started its polio eradication prograrRolioPlusin 1985,

two of the three countries where polio remains endemic: and in 1988 became a partner in theGPE] along with

WHO UNICEFand the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
9 Afghanistan: $12.03 million vention. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation later became a
I Pakistan: $19.31 million partner. Since the initiative launched, the incidence of polio has

plummeted by more than 99.9 percent, from about 350,000
Further funding will support efforts to keep 10 vulnerable coun- cases in 1988 to just 22 confirmed cases in 2017 (as of 25 Jan-
tries poliofree: » uary). Rotary has contributed a total of more than $1.7 billicf
Cameroon: $1.61 million including matching funds from the Gates Foundatiof and
Central African Republic: $428,000 countless volunteer hours to protect more than 2.5 billion chil-

Chad: $2.33 million dren in 122 countries from polio.
The Democratic Republic of Congo: $6.48 million

Ethiopia: $1.82 million
Irag: $2 million

Niger: $1.71 million
Somalia: $3.29 million
South Sudan: $835,300
Syria: $428,000
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An additional $731,338 will fund research to be conducted by
the World Health OrganizatiofWHO), and another $518,000
will go toward technical assistance in West and Central Africa.

While significant strides have been made against the disease,
polio remains a threat in hardo-reach and underserved areas _
and conflict zones. Despite a historically low case count, as long Photo by Khaula Jamil

Football Pool Raises Money for Polio Plus

Between the Monday Night Football Board, the Supe
Bowl Boards, and several people who chose to donate all
or part of their winnings back to our causes we made a
total of $1,045.00. $875 went to Polio Plus. And $170
went to the 100 Fund.

The Super Bowl winners were:

1st Quarter. Larry Theye and David McCurdy (Dorothy Havey's
husband)

2nd Quarter Larry Theye and Jason Trundy
3rd Quarter. Dick Warren and Gretel (Dorothy Havey's dog)
Final: Bryant Dutch and Jason Trundy


http://www.who.int/en/
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/
http://www.endpolio.org/
http://www.polioeradication.org/Home.aspx
https://www.unicef.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/

